One Howard stars at UCA, while younger 
brother does it at Marquette. — Sports, 1C 


Seeing some films more than once adds 
to appreciation, enjoyment. — Style, 1E 


In the news 


E Brian Schulz and his 
wife, Maria, of New Jersey 
were married in a Mon- 
mouth County Courthouse 
restroom after the groom’s 
mother suffered an asthma 
attack and was carried there, 
where sheriff’s officers ad- 
ministered oxygen during 
the ceremony and called 
medical personnel. 

W Shishuai Li, a 25-year-old 
graduate student at Brown 
University, faces charges 
over accusations that he told 
a Florida woman he want- 
ed to open a school for poor 
children in Dubai, then used 
the $30,000 she donated to 
pay for his tuition and living 
expenses, said authorities in 
Providence, R.I. 


E Marvin Jacob Lee, 29, 
will serve a dozen years in 
prison for shooting into a 
group of people, killing a 
man, who had stopped to 
help free his stranded car 
during a snowstorm in Ca- 
tawba County, N.C. 


E James Chelekis, a 
32-year-old former math 
teacher, was sentenced to 
30-60 years in prison for 
slashing his wife’s throat 
after she discovered that he 
was having an affair with 
someone who turned out to 
be a middle-school student, 
Michigan authorities said. 


E Tricia Bentley, with the 
Harris County Institute of 
Forensic Sciences in Texas, 
said it appears that Mary 
Cerruti, who was 61 when 
she was reported missing 
in February 2015, “acciden- 
tally fell from her attic” and 
became trapped in the wall 
of her Houston house, and 
new homeowners found her 
remains last March. 


E Ryan Michael Stepan- 
ian, 25, faces bank-robbery 
charges after cabdriver 
George Lyon recognized 
Stepanian’s photo on social 
media and told police that 
he had taken Stepanian to a 
Charles Town, WVa., bank 
and later dropped him off 
at a park. 


E Andrew Pleviak, an im- 
migration agent, faces feder- 
al charges after Deb Farris, 
a Wichita, Kan., television 
news anchor, told police 
that Pleviak was sending her 
sensitive law enforcement 
material and text messages 
that were sexual in nature, 
according to documents. 


E David deBerardinis, 
56, of Shreveport hired a 
professional makeup artist 
and disguised himself as an 
Orthodox Jewish business- 
man in a scheme to defraud 
investors and banks out of 
more than $96 million, ac- 
cording to a federal indict- 
ment. 


E Michelle Dupont, 
whose l-year-old cat, Chris- 
topher, required a week of 
care after a fire that de- 
stroyed Dupont’s Massachu- 
setts apartment, won't have 
to pay the $623 veterinary 
bill because an anonymous 
donor took care of it. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 

Today Partly cloudy and mild. 
High 57, winds 
south at 5 to 
10 mph. 
Tonight A 
chance of 
showers. 

Low 49. 
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Firefighters pull a woman out of a damaged rail car Thursday outside Milan in northern Italy 
after a commuter train derailed, killing at least three people and seriously injuring several others. 
The accident was under investigation, but officials said it appeared that a piece of the track had 
failed. At least two rail cars struck power poles, authorities said. 
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Trump’s plan 
on Dreamers 
seen as wider 


It would let 1.8 million stay, 
but pare legal immigration 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Donald Trump is pro- 
posing a plan that provides 
a path to citizenship for 
1.8 million of the so-called 
Dreamers, tighter restric- 
tions on legal immigration 
and $25 billion in border se- 
curity, the White House said. 

Senior White House of- 
ficials offered a preview of 
Trump’s immigration frame- 
work Thursday, casting it as 
a compromise that could 
pass in the Senate. The pro- 
posal represents a reversal 
for the president, who once 
promised to eliminate a pro- 
gram enacted under former 
President Barack Obama 
that protects illegal aliens 


STATE DELEGATION reacts 
to proposal; ‘generous and 
humane; Cotton says. Page 7A. 


who were brought to the 
U.S. as children. He later 
urged lawmakers to extend 
the program but maintained 
that he was not considering 
citizenship. 

The Obama-era Deferred 
Action for Childhood Ar- 
rivals program currently 
covers roughly 690,000 of 
those younger illegal aliens 
— about half the number 
who qualify for the program, 
according to independent es- 
timates. Trump’s plan would 
expand that by adjusting 
some of the requirements, 
officials said. 

See DREAMERS, Page 7A 


Retailer 
swings ax 
broadly 
at its HQ 


Wal-Mart sheds 
hundreds of jobs 


ROBBIE NEISWANGER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

BENTONVILLE — Wal- 
Mart Stores Inc. eliminated 
the jobs of corporate work- 
ers in several departments 
at its headquarters Thurs- 
day as part of what the 
retailer said is an ongoing 
effort to cut costs and im- 
prove the efficiency of its 
operations. 

The company is trim- 
ming hundreds of positions 
in merchandising, real es- 
tate, finance, human re- 
sources, technology, logis- 
tics and global business ser- 
vices, according to multiple 
sources within the compa- 
ny. The positions eliminat- 
ed Thursday came a day 
after the company made a 
smaller round of cuts in the 
marketing department. 

Wal-Mart has declined 
to reveal the number of job 
cuts that have taken place at 
its headquarters this week, 
but one source said the 
number of workers affect- 
ed in Bentonville is fewer 
than 500. 

See WAL-MART, Page 7A 


The New York Times/DOUG MILLS 


Special counsel Robert Muel- 
ler leaves Capitol Hill on June 
21. Mueller had three conflicts 
of interest that warranted his 
firing, President Donald Trump 


contended at the time. 


Trump reportedly tried 
to fire Mueller in June 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Donald Trump ordered 
the firing last June of Robert 
Mueller, the special counsel 
overseeing the Russia inves- 
tigation, according to four 
people told of the matter, but 
ultimately backed down af- 
ter the White House counsel 
threatened to resign rather 
than carry out the directive. 

The West Wing confron- 
tation marks the first time 
Trump is known to have tried 
to fire the special counsel. 


AT DAVOS, Trump threatens to 
pull aid to Palestinians. Page 5A. 


Mueller learned about the 
episode in recent months as 
his investigators interviewed 
current and former senior 
White House officials in his 
inquiry into whether the 
president obstructed justice. 

During the first wave 
of news media reports that 
Mueller was examining a 
possible obstruction case, the 
president began to argue that 
Mueller had three conflicts of 
interest that disqualified him 


from overseeing the investi- 
gation, two of the people said. 
First, he claimed that a 
dispute years ago over fees 
at Trump National Golf Club 
in Sterling, Va., had prompted 
Mueller, the FBI director at 
the time, to resign his mem- 
bership. The president also 
said Mueller could not be im- 
partial because he had most 
recently worked for the law 
firm that previously repre- 
sented the president’s son- 
in-law, Jared Kushner. Finally, 
the president said, Mueller 
had been interviewed to re- 
See MUELLER, Page 5A 


Erred in Woods probe, FBI agent testifies 


Wiping computer wrong, he says as defendants try to get graft case tossed 


DOUG THOMPSON 
NWA DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

FAYETTEVILLE — In 
the corruption case of for- 
mer state Sen. Jon Woods, 
the lead FBI investigator tes- 
tified Thursday that he act- 
ed improperly when he had 
a computer used to collect 
evidence in the case wiped 
clean. 

The evidence — secretly 
recorded conversations be- 
tween Woods and former 
state Rep. Micah Neal — was 
the focus of a hearing Thurs- 


UA plans art district, 
finds room to grow it 


Land purchases advanced by trustees 


JAIME ADAME 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

FAYETTEVILLE — Plans 
to expand arts education at 
the University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville include recruit- 
ing top talent to transform 
the university’s art school 
into a nationally recognized 
powerhouse. 

To help with the effort, 
there will be a major make- 
over to an area roughly the 
size of a city block about a 
quarter-mile away from the 
main campus. 

A planned cluster of 
arts buildings known as the 
Windgate Art and Design 
District will be built after 
UA last year announced 
landmark gifts of $120 mil- 


lion from the Walton Family 
Charitable Support Founda- 
tion and $40 million from the 
Windgate Charitable Foun- 
dation. 

The Walton gift alone 
stands as the single larg- 
est gift to a U.S. university 
in support of a school of 
art, according to UA. The 
Windgate gift — the single 
largest grant ever from the 
Siloam Springs-based foun- 
dation known nationally for 
supporting the arts — added 
to the potential for dramatic 
transformation with funds 
slotted to pay for new con- 
struction. 

For the UA arts commu- 
nity, a decision in 2012 to re- 

See ART, Page 2A 


day in U.S. District Court. 
The hearing continues today. 

All the audio files down- 
loaded using the laptop were 
transferred to discs and pro- 
vided to attorneys in the case, 
the investigator, FBI Special 
Agent Robert Cessario, tes- 
tified. 

However, defense attor- 
neys in the case discovered 
gaps in the record provided. 
Further investigation found 
79 more audio files in the 
possession of Neal’s attor- 
ney, Shane Wilkinson, on a 


computer at his Bentonville 
law firm. The law firm had 
made the files available to 
the government at a Dropbox 
file-sharing site. 

Cessario was ordered to 
turn the laptop over to com- 
puter experts at the FBI’s 
state headquarters in Little 
Rock after the discrepan- 
cy was brought to light at a 
Nov. 30 pretrial hearing, court 
records show. Before doing 
that, he had the laptop pro- 
fessionally erased because it 
contained personal medical 


Rescuers carry people through a flooded street Thursday in the southeastern Paris suburb of 
Villeneuve-Saint-Georges after the rain-swollen Seine River and its tributary the Yerres burst 
their banks after days of heavy rain. The flooding disrupted train service in Paris. Officials said 
river levels across France were not expected to begin receding until today. 


records, he testified Thurs- 
day. Then he erased the com- 
puter’s hard drive again him- 
self before turning it in. 

“Do you think what you 
did was proper?” asked Chad 
Atwell, attorney for one of 
Woods’ co-defendants. 

“No. I should not have do- 
ne that,” Cessario replied. 

He testified all audio he 
had downloaded was given 
to U.S. attorneys in 2016 be- 
fore the computer was wiped. 

“Would it be fair to say, be- 

See WOODS, Page 2A 


AP/CHRISTOPHE ENA 


